Retained surgical sponge with migration into the duodenum and persistent duodenal fistula.
Migration of a retained surgical sponge into the bowel is a rare cause of bowel obstruction. Thus far, there have not been any reports that the site of initial migration of the sponge was identified by imaging studies or surgical exploration because the onset of symptoms is usually delayed. Unique about the case presented herein is that a barium meal follow-through study revealed a duodenal fistula that had developed after uneventful cholecystectomy due to a retained surgical sponge that had migrated into the duodenum and obstructed the distal jejunum. Imaging findings are presented and discussed.